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DESERTION 


D.ELAGC wv sse 


T is unforfunately no oteat Secret to 
the World, that this Nation has been 


for many Years divided into Parties, 


ſome with great Heat eſpouſing, and o- 
| thers with equal Warmth oppoſing, the 


Meaſures of Men in Power, each calling 


the other a Faction, and each afſuming to 
themſelves the glorious Title of Patriots, and 


Friends to their Country. During the 
whole Time of this Conteſt, it was cer- 
tainly a Queſtion of great Importance to 


every Man of Property or Induſtry in this 
Kingdom, which of the Parties was in the 
right: For in a free Country like this, 
| where every Man's Conſent is neceſſary to 
charge the Eſtate he poſſeſſes, whether it 


| deſcends from his Parents or is the Fruit of 


his own Labours, with Impoſitions for the 
public Service, it follows that he is nearly 
concerned in the Diſappointments of which- 
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_ ever Party proves to be true Patriots, be- 
cauſe his Intereſts are hurt and ſuffer there- 
by. Upon this Suppofition, which every 
Man of common Senſe muſt underſtand, 
and which the wiſeſt Politician of them all 
can never perplex or confound, it is appa- 
rent that every Man who contributes ih ahy 
degree to the public Stock, has a Right to 
inquire into the Meaſures and Circumſtan- 
ces of the Public, becauſe they are in 
ſome meaſure his own. Among Slaves it 
may be Treaſon to inquire ; but it is juſt, 
equitable and legal, while we are free. 

If, for Example, the Meafures of that 
which i is called the Late Miniſtry, and which 
the Public more than ſuſpects might be 
called by another Name, were right ; if 
their pacific Plans and great Proneneſs to 
Negotiation were advantageous to our Trade; 
if their keeping out of a foreign War upon 
any Terms was reaſonable, then nothing 
can be more certain than that tlie People 
have loſt by their being removed; that is 
to ſay, they have been put to a great Ex- 
pence which might have been avoided. If 
the Exciſe Scheme was, as the Friends of it 
averred, for the Benefit of the Nation, it was 
a Loſs to the Nation that it did not ſuc- 
ceed. If the Money employed in ſecret 
Service was well laid out, we had no 
Reaſon to complain; and thoſe who per- 
ſuaded us we had, were in the wrong 3 
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leaſt, and the Authors of great Miſchief to 
their Country. But if their pacific Mea- 
ſures were equally ſcandalous and perni- 
cious, if the Exciſe Scheme was dangerous 
to Liberty and Property, if ſecret Service 
meant no more than making it a Secret to 
the Public, how the Money given for its 
Service was embezzled, then thoſe who op- 
poſed theſe Things were Patriots; and thoſe 
who promoted ſuch Schemes Enemies to 
their Country. 

All this is ſo very plain and ſelf-evi- 
dent, that no Man of common Senſe and 
common Honeſty can deny it: And there 
is another Thing as ſelf-evident, which is 
this; that if any who oppoſed theſe Schemes, 
and taught the People to believe them both 
dangerous and deſtructive, have from Mo- 
tives of Self-Intereſt, and for the Sake of 
gratifying their Paſſions of any kind, gone 
over to the other Side, and laboured either 
to palliate theſe Offences, or to ſcreen ſuch. 
as have been guilty of them, I fay it is as 
. ſelf-evident that theſe Men are Deſerters and 
Betrayers of the People, whatever they may 
pretend, ot whateyer they may think of 
themſelves; for Power is ſo intoxicating a 
thing, that it very often makes Men miſtake 
the plaineſt Things, and believe themſelves 
in the right, while they are laying things 
evidently falſe, and doing what is palpabl y 
evil; at leaſt tis Charity to believe ſo, when 
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(4) 
we ſee People warmly eſpouſing what they 
heretofore condemned, and charging other 
People with Faction, Diſaffection, and Diſ- 
loyalty, for purſuing that very Plan which 
they lately purſued themſelves. It is ſimply 
impoſlible they ſhould be in the right both 
ways; and they muſt have a very high Opi- 
nion of themſelves indeed, if they think 
that a Cauſe becomes good when they 
eſpouſe it, or bad when they deſert it. 
It is allo no Secret to the World, that the 
Circumſtances of this Nation are ſuch, that 
at preſent we are not able to bear with an 
ill Adminiſtration; by which I mean, that 
we are not able to bear the Expence of it. 
Our Taxcs are already fo high, that it is 
ſimply impoſſible for the Wit of Man to 
increaſe them, without burthening the Peo- 
ple beyond their Abilities, Of this we 
cannot have ſtronger Proof than was af— 
forded us in the laſt Seſſions of Parliament, 
by laying a Duty upon Spirits, which was 
plainly tolerating the Vices of the People, 
in order to raiſe Money by them ; and 
appeared to be a Thing of ſuch a Nature, 
that even ſuch as had ſpoken and written 
for all other Taxes, and even for the Exciſe 
Scheme itſelf, were aſhamed of and oppos d 
it, while thoſe who abetted this Tax were 
reduced to the ſingle Plea of Neceſſity, and 
obliged to own, that nothing could juſtify: 
this Impoſition but the not knowing ele 
elſe 
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elſe to lay it. Since that. Time I preſume 


better, that our Trade is increaſed, that the 
Nation is richer, or that in ſhort our Con- 
dition is ſo altered, as that we may yet bear 
any farther Load of Duties, which the pur- 


ſuing expenſive Schemes may render-requi- 
kite. | This, I ſay, is a notorious Truth, 


known not only to ourſelves, but to all 


the World; and ſuch a one as ought to 
render us extremely cautious, if we have 


any real Regard for our Safety, Credit or 


_ Happineſs. 


On the other hand, our Debts are arrived 
at ſuch a monſtrous Height, that they too 
will not bear encreaſing; that is to ſay, if 
we ever intend to pay them. We may, 
and if there is a Neceſſity for raiſing, we muſt 
borrow ſtill more; but then we riſque our 
Credit, and our Creditors viſi bly riſque their 
Money. The Caſe of the Sinking Fund is 


too well known; and if it were not, I have 
too little Room in this Treatiſe to inſiſt 


much upon it. This however J will ſay, 
that a great Part of it was taken from the 
public Creditors by their own Conſent, 
in order to ſecure the Payment of their 
Principal; and therefore if we go on 


mortgaging it to new Creditors, it cannot 


but fill them with very uncaſy Apprehen- 


ſions. In the firſt Place, they will think it 
hard we ſhould take what they gave in 
| truſt. 


128 for their own Security, and apply it 
to the Payment of the Intereſt of our new 
Creditors; and next they will entertain 


| Doubts and Jealouſies as to the Safety of 
their own Money, when the only viſible 


Means of paying them is daily going out 
of our Hands. It is very true, that while 
we keep paying Intereſt regularly, and 
while ſuch as lend their Money have the 
public Faith pledged for the Payment of 
it, we may ſtill have Credit; but then this 
muſt have ſome Bounds. A Nation taxed 
to the utmoſt height, and loaded with a 


very large Debt, has much to ſtruggle with, 


and may not always be able to preſerve that 
Regularity, eſpeciallyif it ſhould be attacked 
by real and indiſputable Neceſſities, which 
running into a large Expence, and ſuffer- 
ing our Trade to decline, are moſt likely 
to bring upon us. As to the Security of 


public Faith, it is certainly the beſt that 


can be had thus far, that we have a raoral 
Certainty the Public will never violate it; 


but then there is another thing to be con- 


fidered, which is this, that the public 
Faith be engaged no farther than it can be 
rendered evident the Public is-able to pay; 


| becauſe if it ſhould, how well ſoever we 


may mean as a Nation, our Creditors muſt 
be diſappointed. 
As an Enquiry into theſe Points was al- 


ways of the utmoſt Importance, and always 
| me 


TI | 
the Right of free Men and Men of Proper- 
ty, ſo in- our preſent Situation nothing can 
be moreglaringly evident, than that they are 
indiſpenſably neceſſary. It is is indiſputable 
that our Strength is in a manner wore out; 
that as a Nation, we have brought ourſelyes 
into the greateſt Perplexitics ; that if we 
do not think in Time, we muſt abſolutely 
become Beggars, and conſequently be in a 
fair Way of being made Slaves; ſo that for 
Men to preach up to us under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, an implicit Reliance upon 
| thoſe who govern us, a ready Coucurrence 
in their Schemes, how expenſive ſoever, 
and how far removed from common Un- 
derſtandings they may be, is to treat us 
= with great Inſolence and Contempt, and to 
2 uſe us much worſe than the laſt Miniſtry 
did; for they admitted us to be in a bad 
Way, and told us we muſt ſubmit to ill U- 
ſage becauſe it was impoſſible for us to 
bear the Expence of War. Whether they 
were in the right, or whether their Succeſ- 
ſors are ſo, I ſhall not at preſent attempt to 

determine; but ſhall content myſelf with 
obſerving, that ſuch Men are moſt certainly 
in the right as do not incline to take any 
Miniſtry's bare Word for the ReQitude, or 
| for the Neceſſity of Meaſures; but expect 
ſuch Argutnents as may convince their Un- 
derſtandings. They may indeed, as Inſtru- 
ments of the Crown, make Wars and en- 

gage 
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gage in Treaties, but it is our Property that 
muſt maintain them; we muſt enable them 
to make good the one, and to carry on the 
other; it is therefore juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould know on what Motives both are 
founded. 

Politicians may ſay what they will, but 
this was always the Sentiment of the En- 
gliſh Nation; and our Rights in this reſpect 
have been acknowledged, eyen by our moſt 
arbitrary Princes. King Charles II. ap- 
pealed to the People as to the Grounds of 
both the Duteh Wars, and he anſwered the 
Remonſtrances of the States by his. royal 
Declarations. I do not intend to make 
myſelf a Party to theſe Diſputes, neither 
will I pretend to vindicate or to cenſure 
theſe Pieces; all I pretend to ſay, is, that 
they remain to this Day authentic Proofs, 
that in the Judgment of that Prince and his 
Miniſters, the Zng/;/h Nation was not 
obliged to tax itſelf, and laviſh its Property, 
without being acquainted with the Motives 
to ſuch Expences. I hence conclude, that 
it is not at all wonderful the People are ſo 
anxious at preſent to know what is to be 
done, by whom, for what, and with how 
great Expence ; becauſe we are in a Man- 
ner at our laſt Stake, we have it not in 
our Power to run large Riſques, we cannot 
Icap Hand over Head into an Ocean of 
Expcnce ; becauſe if we do, we mult cither 

: | ruin 
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ruin ourſelves, or (Which is much the fame 
thing) ruin our Creditors. Such as would 
convince the World that that theſe are 
either falſe or fooliſh, weak or wicked, 
factious or diſloyal, Notions, muſt begin 
with ſhewing that our Situation! is different 
from what I have repreſented it; that we 


are ſtill rich enough to bear farther Impo- 


ſitions ; that we are not ſo much in Debt, 
but that we may get out of it; and that by 
this or that Method the thing is plainly 
praQticable : If they cannot do this, ill Lan- 
guage is very unreaſonable z to deſire People 
to advance Money for the Uſe of their 
Friends, when they have it not to buy 
Bread; to urge them to run in Debt, when 
they know not how to pay what they al- 
ready owe; nay, can ſcarce tell where to 
pick up as much as will diſcharge the In- 
tereſt of their preſent Incumbrances, is very 


harſh and cruel; but to call us Knaves, Fools, 


and Scoundrels, or, which is the ſame thing, 
Tories, Republicans, and Jacobites, for not 
doing it, is beyond all bearing. Good 
Words may do ſomething, but to bully a 
Nation out of their laſt Shilling, is a very 
new Notion, and I perſuade myſelf will 
hardly ſucceed. 

We have lately ſeen a very extenſive 
Vindication of preſent Meaſures, and a very 
abuſive Charge upon all who are not ſatis- 
fied with them, in a Pamphlet entitled, Fac- 
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gage in Treaties, but it is our Property that 


muſt maintain them; we muſt enable them 
to make good the one, and to carry on the 
other; it is therefore juſt and reaſonable we 
ſhould know on what Motives ban. are 


founded. | 5 


Politicians may FI what a will; but 
this was always the Sentiment of the En- 


gliſh Nation; and our Rights in this reſpect 
have been acknowledged, even by our moſt 


arbitrary Princes. King Charles II. ap- 


pealed to the People as to the Grounds of 
both the Dutch. Wars, and he anſwered the 


Declarations. - I do not intend to make 


_ © myſelf a Party to theſe, Diſputes, neither 
will I pretend to vindicate or to cenſure 


theſe Pieces; all I pretend to ſay, is, that 
they remain to this Day authentic Proofs, 
that in the Judgment of that Prince and his 


Remonſtrances of the States by his. royal 


Miniſters, the Engliſh Nation was not 


obliged to tax itſelf, and laviſh-its Property, 
without being acquainted with the Motives 


to ſuch Expences. I hence conclude, that 


it is not at all wonderful the People are ſo 


anxious at preſent to know what is to be 


done, by whom, for what, and with how 
great Expence; becauſe we are in a Man- 
ner at our laſt Stake, we have it not in 


our Power to run large Riſques, we cannot 
leap Hand oyer Head into an, Ocean of 


Expcnce; ; becauſe if we do, we muſt either 
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ruin ourſelves, or (which is much the ſame 
thing) ruin our Creditors. Such as would 
convince the World that that theſe are 
either falſe or fooliſh, weak or wicked, 


factious or diſloyal, Notions, muſt begin 
with ſhewing that our Situation is different 


from what I have repreſented it; that we 
are ſtill rich enough to bear farther Impo- 
ſitions ; that we are not ſo much in Debt, 


bat that we may get out of it; and that by 


this or that Method the thing is plainly 
practicable : If they cannot do this, ill Lan- 
guage is very unreaſonable; to deſire People 
to advance Moncy for the Uſe of their 
Friends, when they have it not to buy 
Bread; to urge them to run in Debt, when 
they know not how to pay what they al- 
ready owe; nay, can ſcarce tell where to 
pick up as much as will diſcharge the In- 


tereſt of their preſent Incumbrances, is very 
| harſh and cruel; but to call us Knaves, Fools, 


and Scoundrels, or, which is the ſame thing, 
Tories, Republicans, and Zacobrtes, for not 
doing it, is beyond all bearing. Good 
Words may do ſomething, but to bully a 

Nation out of their laſt Shilling, is a very 


new Notion, and 1 perſuade myſelf will 


hardly ſacceed. 

We have lately ſeen a very extenſive 
Vindication of preſent Meaſures, and a very 
abuſive Charge upon all who are not ſatis- 
fied with them, in a Pamphlet entitled, Fac- 
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I tion letetred by the Evidence of Facts. 


I muſt confeſs, I "ſhould think it a very hard 
Task to be obliged ſo.much as to read it 


with that Setiouſneſs which would be re- 


quiſite to anſwer it. I have looked it over 


two or three times, and to ſpeak my Senti- 


ments freely, I think it the verieſt umble 
of Inconſiſtencics that ever my Eyes ſaw. It 


is prolix to a Degree inſuppottable ; it is 


built upon no ſort of Principles; it is writ- 
ten with an equal Diſregard to the Senti- 
ments of all Parties, and ſeems to be cal- 


culated to increaſe the Prej udices of the Pub- 


lic againſt thoſe whom it appears to defend. 
I do not pretend to gueſs at the Author, 1 
have no Buſineſs with him. I think, with 
reſpect to Writings of this Sort, the World 
ought to inquire into what is ſaid, and not 
by whom. Iam ſincerely of Opinion, that 


it is no manner of Objection to a Pam- 


phlet, or to a Volume, as this is, though 
printed Pamphlet-wiſc, that it is written in 
the Service of an Adminiſtration. I think 


every Adminiſtration has not only a Right, 


but that it is their Duty to employ the Pens 
of their Creatutes in Defence of their Me- 
ſures: They are certainly, how great ſoever, 
the Servants of the King and People; may 
be called to an Account by either, and 


therefore it imports them much to ſatisfy | 
both, 
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The very beſt Adminiſtrations have been 
ſo ſenſible of this, that they have been equal- 
ly careful to gain the Good-Will of their 
Countrymen at home, by a candid Explica- 
tion of their Schemes, as to carry their 
Points with Foreigners by Negotiations 
abroad. This was the Practice of the Earl 
of Clarendon upon all Occaſions; and this, 
as we learn from the Life of the Lord 
North, lately publiſned, was the Advice gi- 
ven to King Charles Il. by ſuch Miniſters 


as thought he had nothing to fear while he 


gov erned by Law. In King Milliam's 
Time, the Court was more upon the Re- 
ſerve, and for a very plain Reaſon: The 
Miniſtry affected to act upon Principles very 
oppoſite to thoſe of the Revolution; and 
this engaged the honeſteſt Men, and the ableſt 


Pens, to combat thoſe Meaſures, though 


they adored their Prince, of which we have 
evident Proofs in the Writings of Mr. 
Trenchard, and in the Speeches of Sir 
Charles Haley: Theſe Gentlemen were for 
the Thing, and not the Name; they hated 
Tyranny and arbitrary Government, who- 
ever were its Inſtruments ; and were as little 


pleaſed with the Effects of Lord Sunder- 


lands Politics under King Milliam, as un- 
der King James. They thought that the 
beſt Service that could be done his Maje- 
ſty, was tobring the Expences of his Govern- 


ment within a narrow Compaſs; to engage 
. ſuch 
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ſuch as ſerved-the Public to act upon Prin- 
ciples of Duty and public Spirit, and there- 
by preſerve the Liberty, Property, and Trade 
of the Nation, in the moſt flouriſhing Con- 
dition. When they ſaw theſe Maxims re- 
jected, when they ſaw a Propenſity in the 
Servants of the, Crown to ruſh into vaſt 
Expences, to promote large Taxes, and to 
concur in loading the Nation with Debt, 
they declared without ſcruple their Diſlike 
to theſe. Mcafures, and their Apprehenſions 
of the Conſequences; in which we have 
found them but too true Prophets, and all 
the plauſible Apologies for theſe wrong Steps, 
ſo many deluſive Coverings of à dark 
Scheme, which obſcured the Glory of that 

Reign, and under the Shadow of which 
our Polterity are like to grope. It is not 
therefore at all marvellous, that the People 


of Britain are fond of knowing what the 


Miniſtry are about; becauſe, wherever there 


have been great Myſteries, we have ſeldom 


found them revealed by Time, which re— 
veals all Things, much to the Honour of 
their Contrivers, or much for the Benefit 
of the Nation. 

In the Reign of Queen Anne we had a 
great Miniſtry and good Writers; Godol- 


phin, Somers, and Hallifax were at the 


Hcad of Affairs; and Addiſon, Manwaring, 
and Sir Richard Steele vindicated their 
Meaſures. There were few capital Points 

| carried 


| 
| 
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carried in that Reign which were not firſt 
freely canvaſſed by the People; and, I muſt 
confeſs, it was the Artifice of the ſucceed- 
ing Miniſtry that firſt turned all political 
Diſputes on the great Hinge of Mig and 
Tory, as if it imported the People of En- 


gland to have either Whigs or Tories in 


Power, farther than they were honeſt Men 
and meant well to their Country. Sz. John, 
Swift, and Prior rung the Changes upon 
theſe Words, and we "have followed their 
Example ever ſince. In ſhort, we have been 
Fools enough to fancy that the Denomina- 
tion of Miniſters was of greater Conſe- 
quence than their Capacities, and that it was 
more the Concern of the People of what 
Party they were, than of what Probity. But 
it is ſurely high time now to open our Eyes, 

and to conſider Things of greater Import- 
ance ; our Safety, our very Being is now at 
ſtake, as all Parties agree; the Friends of 
Power ſay, that it depends upon (I will 


not ſay carrying on a War, but) maintain- 


ing Troops abroad; ſuch as do. not fall in 
with their Sentiments alledge, it reſts upon 
the Care taken of our Government at home, 
upon the bringing our Expences under a 


_ frugal Management, upon eradicating the 


Canker of Corruption, upon reſtoring Trade, 
and putting our Debts and Taxes into ſome 
feaſible Train of being leſſenec 1 dil 
chargcd, | 

To 
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To tell us that either of theſe Ends muſt 
be attained by having Whzgs or Tories in 
Power, is treating us like Babies. The Ends 
of Faction may be purſued by the Friends 
of Faction, but the Ends of the Nation muſt 
be purſued by the Friends of the Nation. 
Such as mean a large Land Army, an ex- 
penſive War, boundleſs Influence, and the 


Encouragement of all ſorts of Corruption, 
may call themſelves Mhigs if they pleaſe, 


but we ſhall know what to think of them 


for all that. They may too run down thoſe 


who are for pulling up by the Roots the late 
tcandalous Practices for defeating the Free- 
dom of Elections, and thereby depriving the 
People of their Repreſentatives; for re- 


. dreſling all other public Grievances; ſtating 


the Revenue, Expences, and Debts of this 
Nation; enquiring into fruitleſs Expediti- 
ons and fooliſh Negotiations; and, in fine, 
fecuring the Affection of the People to the 
preſent Royal Family, by procuring them 
legal Satisfaction for what is paſt, and pro- 
per Security for what is to come: I ſay, 
they may call ſuch as aim at theſe Things 
Tories, n Jacobites, Incendia- 
ies, Rebe Ss, Traitors; but all that figni- 
fies nothing; the People will know what 
to think of them too, in ſpite of. ſuch Cha- 
racteriſtics. 

But ſay ſome, and particularly the Au— 


| thor of the voluminous Pamphlet lately 


men- 
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mentioned, the Tories have been in a con- 
ſtant Oppoſition for thirty Years; therefore 
they are a Faction: But who are to be the 
Judges of that? Why, the Whigs. Is this 
juſt or equitable? Are the Characters of 
Men to be decided by their ſworn Enemies? 
But the Whzgs are the only true Friends to 
they ſay ſo in- 
deed and therefore this gives them a 
Right to be Judges. Be it ſo then, I will 


' undertake to prove, that, from the Acceſſion 


of the Family, the Mhigs have thought the 


contrary. I will undertake to prove, that 


if the Mhigs accuſe the Tories of acting as 
a Faction ever ſince the Beginning of the 


late Reign, they do it without Reaſon; 


ſince all the wiſeſt and beſt Men amongſt 


them have in their turns acknowledged the 
Tories to be in the right, juſtified their 
Behaviour as a reaſonable and legal Oppo- 


ſition againſt dangerous and deſtructive 


Meaſures. If the Mhigs be the only pro- 


per Judges for the Royal Family, as they 
always preſume themſelves to be, then, I 
ſay, the Conduct of the Tories has been 
perfectly right, ſince in every Step, in every 
Inſtance, it has been approved, applauded, 
and concurred in by the unbyaſſed Mhigs. 

All the World knows how unanimouſly 


the Tories paid theic Duty to the late King 


upon his Acceſſion, and how far his Ma- 


jeſty was influenced to treat them with great 


Coldneſs. 


C 
Coldfch, i I will not fay that this EP , 
the Rebellion; but I will be bold to fay, 
that if his Majeſty had not taken that Ad- 
vice, the Rebellion had never happened. 
His Majeſty would have been the King of 
all his People; and thoſe Diſtinctions would 
have been buried in Oblivion, which had 
been ſo dangerous to his Succeflion, and 
which, while they are kept up, can only 
ſerve to rob him of the Affections of ſuch 
as are naturally inclined-to be his beſt Sub- 
jets. I ſpeak here of the King, in a poli- 
tical Senſe, as of a Perſon that can never 
dic; as of rhe Father of his People, who 
ought: to have the ſame Tenderneſs for 
them all, and not by an ill- judged Diſtri- 
bution of Favours inſpire Diſtaſte, and then 
puniſh it as Diſloyalty. 

When the new Government proceeded 
wholly upon ſuch Maxims, and it viſibly 
appeared that a Handful of Men, who call- 
ed themſelves Mhigs, had ſeized the Reins 
of the State, an Oppoſition was commenced z 
not againſt his late Majeſty of ever glorioũs 
Memory, or againſt his Family, bur againſt 
ſuch Miniſters as miſled him. Neither did 
this Oppoſition continue long a Tory Op- 
poſition. The Duke of Argyll, and all his 
Friends, with a conſiderable Number of 
Engliſh Whigs, loſt their Employments for 
their Attachment ro moderate Meaſures, 
and concurred with the Oppoſition becauſe 
oe on | it 


rr 


n 


: it was tight. Every body 8 that the 


Impeachment of the Earl of Oxford, like 
the Impeachment of the Earl of Straſford 
in the Days of King Charles I. was an ac- 


cumulative Impeachment, where ten black 


Rabbits were made equal to a black Horſe, 
and a number of ſuppoſed Miſdemeanors 
ſummed up into High Treaſon : I need not 


tell the World who manufactured that 


Impeachment, or who diſclaimed it when 
it came to be tried. All the intelligent 
World know that the Authors were aſhamed 
of it, and that except the Generaliſſimo of 
the Mig Mob, the virtuous Earl of 
Con — c and ſome wrong headed Law- 
yers, the Mhigs were content to own, that 
the thing had been ſtretched too far, that 
it was an Inſtance of Party Rage, which 
ought to be forgot, and that however the 
Earl of Oxford might be out in his Politics, 


and miſtaken in his Management of foreign 


Affairs (which according to the Confeſſion 


of the Mhigs, have not been better ma- 


naged ſince) he was firmly attached to the pre- 
ſcene Royal Family, and therefore did not by 


any Means deſerve to be treated as a Traytor. 


In the Year 1717, after the Diſcovery of 


that which was called the Swedi/b Conſpi- 
racy, the late King was adviſed to demand a 
large Sum of Money, to enable him to 
make good ſuch Engagements, as might free 
him from any Apprehenſions of ſeeing this 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom invaded from Sweden. This the 


Tories looked upon to be unparliamentary 


and unprecedented, but they were not alone 
in this, the then Speaker of the Houſe of 


Commons, ſince a noble Earl, and very 


lately ' deceaſed, Mr. Walpole the preſent 
Right Honourable Earl of Orford, and many 
other diſtinguiſh'd //Þþzgs, expreſſed a very 
warm Diſlike thereto. The Point, how- 


ever, was carried but by four Voices, and 


the very next Morning the Lord Town- 


ſtend was turned out of his Lieutenancy of 


Ireland; upon which Robert Walpole Eſq; 
firſt Lord of the Treaſury, Mr. Methuen, Se- 
cretary of State, Mr. *Pultney, Secretary of 
War, and the Earl of Orford, then at the 
Head of the Admiralty, laid down thcir 
Employments, and appeared very warmly 
in the Oppoſition. This Oppoſition was 
ſurely juſt and reaſonable, when ſo many 
great Whigs declared it ſo to be, and not 
only joined heartily with the Tories in 
Speaking, but actually wrote in Defence of 
that Conjunction, cleared the Tories of all 
Imputations of Jacobitiſm, and behaved to- 
wards them with all the Cordiality in the 
World for ſeveral Years. It was during 


this Oppoſition that the famous Quadruple 


Alliance took Effect, which was thought a 
wrong Meaſure by the Tories, and by the 
great Whigs beforementioned, who expoſed 
it with all the Bitterneſs imaginable, treated 
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Sir George Bing's Victory at Meſſina as a 
very unwarrantable Action; and one of 


them, I mean one of the Whigs, who has 


always valued himſelf much on ſeating 
freely what he thought, was pleaſed to lay, 
as to the Conſequences of that glorious 
Action, that they were no better than mak- 
ing Cock. Boats of the Engliſb Fleet to carry 
his Imperial Majeſty's Troops to and fro, as 
the Humour of the Court of Vienna di- 


rected. 


Before J part with this Quadruple Alliance, 


I muſt obſerve that it is the very Treaty 


upon which all the Negotiations of the Late 
Miniſtry, ſo loudly and ſolately condemned, 
were founded, ſor by this Treaty the Queen 
of Spain became firſt entitled to thoſe Ita- 
lian Dominions, which have coſt us and 
all Europe ſo much Trouble ſince, and on this 
very account that Treaty was then con- 
demned, I mean when it was made by the 
two noble Lords, who now make ſuch a 


Figure in the World, as well as by the To- 


ries, Who are alone only in this, that they 
never approved it or any Modifications of it 


ſince. The ſame Oppoſition, I mean the 


Oppoſition of the ſame Whigs with the 


Tories declared againſt the Penſion Bill, and 


had Weight enough to throw 1t out. They 


likewiſe oppoſed the dangerous and de- 
ſtructive South-Sea Scheme, though un- 
luckily with leſs Effect, and the Tories pur- 


, alga * . 
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ſacd it to the laſt, and were the great Au- 
thors of that Vengeance, however imper- 
fect, which fell upon the Contrivers of that 
villainous Project. Here indeed they were 
1 deſerted by ſome of the Mhigs, who, com- 


1 ing again into Power, grew cool in their 
| 1 Reſentments, and as the World very well 
ik knows, brought the Term Screening into 
1 Uſe. Nobody I think, cyen at this Day, 
ig i will deny that this Oppoſition was well con- 
N ducted, acted from right Motives, and gave 
| il a ſevere Check to very bad Meaſures, I hum- 
| k | bly conceive therefore, that the Tories could 
Mis not be criminal for the Share they had 
1 therein. 
10 In the car 1 721 his late Majeſty ſent a 
10 Meſſage to the Commons to acquaint them 
My with he Ditficultics he lay under by rea- 
1 ſon of a Debt of 500,000 J. contracted in 
Mi! | his Civil Government, and hoped he might 
14 be impowered to raiſe Money for diſcharg- 
ſi; 7 ing it on the Civil Liſt Revenues, which 
1 | ſhould be reimburſed by a Deduction to be 
| ll | made out of the Salaries and Wages of all 
. Officers, and the Penſions and other Pay- 
ql | ments from the Crown. If this was op- 
Lg + poſed by the Torzes, it was alſo diſliked by 
. many of the IWhies, and from that Time 
| 55 there was a Coldneſs obſerved in that very 
li f bonodourable Perſon, who ſome Vears after- 
oF wards quitted his Employment, appeared 
1 again in the Oppoſition, and yalucd waar 
145 = 
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ſelf ſo much for continuing in it for no 
leſs than twenty Years. Thus then I have 
ſhewn, that throughout the whole Series of 


their conſtant Oppoſition, the Tories have 


been thought in the right by the beſt and 
wiſeſt of the Mhigs, and therefore all Pre- 
| tence of detecting them to be a Faction by 
a Recapitulation of Facts, is quite beſide the 
Purpoſe, and proves nothing, becauſe it 
proves too much. For it they were always 
in the wrong, then all muſt haye been in 
the wrong who joined with them; and then 
I do not know any Man of Fortune, Figure, 
| or Reputation in this Kingdom but muſt 
be included by ſuch a temerarious Judg- 


ment. On the other hand, if they have 


been right in this Oppoſition, if they have 


iF oppoſed bad Meaſures, and have endavoured 


to prevent ſuch Steps being taken as were 
viſibly againſt the Intereſt of their Country, 
I cannot imagine why they ſhould be charged 
with Diſaffection, any more than the Mhigs 
who concurred with them, and from whom, 
in the Courſe of the Oppoſition, as many, 
or more, indecent and perſonal Expreſſions 
| eſcaped than from them, as I will undertake 
to prove from the Story. of thoſe Times. 
Another Obſervation may be made up- 
on this ſhort Hiſtory, which deſerves ex- 


tremely the Attention of the People of 


| Great Britain, and it is this, That in the 
midſt of ſo many Miſmanagements, in re- 


ſpect 


FW) 
ſpect to foreign and domeſtic Affairs, ſuch 


a number of idle and inconſiſtent Treaties, 


uſcleſs Armaments, cxtravagant Expences, 

Projects dangerous to the Conſtitution, and 
deſtructive of the Safety and Intereſts of theſe 
Kingdoms, theſe Men who are now ſtiled 
a Faction, never were in Power. If indeed 
the Torzes had for ſix or ſeven Years vio- 
lently oppoſed a certain Syſtem, and then 
for the ſake of Employments, concurred in 


purſuing and carrying it into Execution; 


ſuch a Charge againſt them might be well 
founded, but it is moſt notorious to all the 
World, and the warmeſt and moſt malici- 


ous of their Enemies muſt allow, they ne- 


ver did. In this reſpect, therefore, they 


are innocent, moſt innocent, as we have 


demonſtrated by Facts. They were againſt 
the Quadruple Alliance which diſobliged 
Spain; they were againſt the Hanover Al- 
liance, that. divided us from the Emperor; 
they were againſt the Peerage Bill, that 
would have changed this Government to an 
Ariſtocracy; they were againſt rhe South- 
Sea- Scheme, which impoveriſhed the ho- 
neſteſt Part of the Nation, and corrupted 
the greateſt Part of it; in ſhort, they were 
againſt every evil Act particularized in that 
voluminous Pamphlet I have mentioned: 
And from hence I think it ſhould be con- 

cluded they are no Faction. 
From this ſhort and general Detail of 
what 
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what has happened for near thirty Years 


paſt, the Reader will cafily ſee that t᷑rue 
Patriots, Men who meant ſincerely the Pro- 
ſperity and Preſervation of their Country, 
the delivering it from oppreſſive Taxes, 
and diſcharging it from the Burden of a 
mighty Debt, had always Room enough for 
Oppoſition, becauſe the Meaſures that were 


carried on were ſuch as had a Tendency to 


continue and encreaſe their Taxes, and to 
hinder that Debt from being paid off. It 
muſt be conſidered too, that theſe Men by 
being conſtantly out of Place and Employ- 
ment, if they received any Byaſs, muſt re- 
ceive ſuch a one as was favourable to their 
Country ; for it is not altogether unreaſon- 


able to believe, that Men in the Poſſeſſion 
of Power, and Men who are ſure to conti- 


nue in the Poſſeſſion of it, ſuch as the Mo- 
dern Whigs give themſelves out to be, may 
have a Propenſity to give way to Taxes, 


and to the Continuance of a Debt, ſo much 


the leſs burdenſome to them, as they ſhare 
in the Emoluments ariſing from . theſc 
Charges upon the People; and I believe I 
ſhould run no Danger of bcing thought a 
Lyar, if I ſhould go farther, and ſay that 
Experience has ſometimes verified this. If 
therefore the Tories, from a natural Appre- 
henſion of feeling doubly the Weight of 
Taxes and Incumbrances, have ſtruggled to 
the utmoſt againſt them, where is the Crime 
| o 
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that it was none of their Faults. Such as 


1 
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of this? Their Prejudice in this reſpect was 
a Prejudice that might have been of uſe to 
ate Countrymen, for if by their Struggles 
they could have avoided the prodigious Ex- 
pences attending uſeleſs and contradictory 


Negotiations, frequent Augmentations of 


Troops never employ'd, hiring Mercenaries 
that never came into the Field, and fitting 
out ſtay-at-home Fleets; I ſay, if they could 
have avoided any of theſe Expences, if it 
would have ſaved any Money in their Poc- 
kets, it would have ſaved fifty times as 
much to the landed Intereſt, and therefore 


their Eagerneſs in this reſpect could never 
be a Crime, becauſe it was viſibly no In- 


jury to the Public. 

might farther obſerve, that theſe New 
ho have been lately detected as a Faction, 
were not only againſt all Meaſures which 
have ſince been generally acknowledged 
bad, but have concurred likewiſe in pro- 
moting moſt, if not all, the Propoſitions 
that have been generally eſteemed good. 1 
never heard it alledged that the Tories were 
againſt ſettling the ſinking Fund, nor did they 
ever oppoſe any Attempt made for putting 
the public Debts in a Train of. Payment; 
they have bcen for all Enquiries that were 
{ct on foot for the public Benefit; and if they 
were not as effectually purſued as they might 
have been, the World is thoroughly ſatisfied 


have 


T5: 
have been impeached, and ſuch as deſetve 


to be impeached for projecting public Frauds, 


or for giving them Countenance, were no 
Tories, they had no Share in the Harbo- 
rough Lottery, the Ruin of the Suiters to 


the Court of Chancery, or the Charitable 


Corporation, but endeavoured to bring all 
who had to Juſtice, ſo that here is a new. 


Proof that their Conduct in their public 


CharaQers, onght not to expoſe them to. 


any ſuch Cenſures, ought not to render 


them obnoxious either to the Crown, or 


the People. 
After all I have ſaid, 1 muſt rake an Op- 


ä ' portunity of declaring, that I do not deſire 
to be conſidered as an Advocate for the 
Tories, and the reaſon is plain, becauſe I 


take this to be a Nick-name impoſed by 


other. 


wicked and deſigning Men, on purpoſe to 


render one Part of the N ation odious to the 
For let us conſider what the Ap- 
pellation of Tory means, to ſpeak accurately 


I ought to ſay, did mean when ſuch ſort of 


People exiſted. The Tories in KingCharles II's: 
Time were Men who declared themſelves 
attached by Principle to the Prerogative, 


Men of high-flying Loyalty, who upon al- 
moſt all Occali ons ſided with the Crown, 


and were againſt all Attempts made in Fa- 
vour of Liberty, in that and in the ſucceed- 


ing Reign, till Deſtruction ſtared them in 


the Face, and then, as Hiſtory ſhews, as 
E ſome 
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of this? Their Prejudice in this reſpect was 


a Prejudice that might have been of uſe to 
their Countrymen, for if by their Struggles 
they could have avoided the prodigious Ex- 
pences attending uſeleſs and contradictory 


Negotiations, frequent Augmentations of 


Troops never employ'd, hiring Mercenaries 
that never came into the Field, and fitting 
out ſtay-at-home Fleets; I ſay, if they could 
have avoided any of theſe Expences, if it 
would have ſaved any Money in their Poc- 
kets, it would have ſaved fifty times as 
much to the landed Intereſt, and therefore 
their Eagerneſs in this reſpe& could never 
be a Crime, becauſe it was viſibly no In- 


jury to the Public. 


[ might farther obſerve, that theſc Men 
who have been lately detected as a Faction, 
were not only againſt all Meaſures which 
have ſince been generally acknowledged 
bad, but have concurred likewiſe in pro- 
moting moſt, if not all, the Propoſitions 
that have been gencraliy eſteemed good. I 
never heard it alledged that the Tories were 
againſt ſettling the linking Fund, nor did they 
ever oppoſe any Attempt made for putting 
the public Debts in a Train of. Payment; 
they have been for all Enquiries that were 
{ct on foot for the public Benefit; and if they 
were not as effectually purſued as they might 
have been, the World is thoroughly ſatisfied 
that it was none of thcir Faults. Such as 

have 
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have been impeached, and ſuch as deſetve 
to be impeached for projecting public Frauds, 
or for giving them Countenance, were no 


Tories, they had no Share in the Harbo- 


rough Lottery, the Ruin of the Suiters to 


the Court of Chancery, or the Charitable 


Corporation, but endeavoured to bring all 
who had to Juſtice, ſo that here is a new 
Proof that their Conduct in their public 
Characters, ought not to expoſe them to 
any ſuch Cenſures, ought not to render 


them obnoxious either to the Crown, or 


the People. 
After all I have ſaid, 1 muſt take an Op- 


portunity of declaring, that I do not deſire 
to be conſidered as an Advocate for the 


Tories, and the reaſon is plain, becauſe I 
take this to be a Nick-name impoſed by 
wicked and deſigning Men, on purpoſe to 
render one Part of the Nation odious to the 


other. For let us conſider what the Ap- 


pellation of Tory means, to ſpeak accurately 
I ought to ſay, did mean when ſuch ſort of 
People exiſted. ThcT orzes in KingCharles II's. 
Time were Men who declared themſelves 
attached by Principle to the Prerogative, 
Men of high-flying Loyalty, who upon al- 
moſt all Occaſi ons ſided with the Crown, 
and were againſt all Attempts made in Fa- 


vour of Liberty, in that and in the ſucceed- 


ing Reign, till Deſtruction ſtared them in 
the Face, and then, as Hiſtory ſhews, as 
E ſome 
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ſome of us remember, as the voluminous 
Pamphlet itſelf admits, they made a ſhort 
Turn, and declared in favour of the Revo- 
Jution. I do admit, that in the Reign of 
King William thoſe who were called Tories 
in the former Reigns were frequently in 
the Oppoſition, and though they then ceaſed 
to be Tories, that is to ſay, did not act up- 
on their former Principles, yet we need not 
wonder they ſtill went by the ſame Name, 
becauſe they were the ſame Men. But what 
is this to the Purpoſe now? Are the Peo- 
ple at preſent ſtiled Tories of the ſame Com- 
plexion ? No certainly, nothing like it, and 
therefore a noble Duke, who will be al- 
ways thought the honeſteſt Man of this 
Age, ſaid not only wittily, but wiſely, that 
all he had learned from many Years Conver- 
fation with Politics was, that the Torzes were 
become M higs, and the Whigs Tories. 
In fact it is ſo; for 1 appeal to the com- 
mon Senſe and Experience of Mankind, 
Whether thoſe who now pique themſelves 
ſo much upon the Title of VHhigs, and 
would arrogate to themſelves a perpetual . 
and indefcaſible Right to the Adminiſtra- 
tion barely from being called ſo, do not 
in all Reſpects come up to the Character 
of the old Tories. Are they not always 
offering Incenſe to the Crown; do they 
not perpetually g gild their own Intereſt with 
tlie ſpecious Title of that of the Royal Fa- 
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mily; is it not they who have deviſed the 
Means, and paved the Way to that mighty 
Extenſion of the Power of the Crown, not 
indeed in the old Way of Prerogative, which 
placed it ſolely in the King, but in the new 
of the Miniſterial, which they now make 
no Secret of owning they intend ſhall be al- 
ways in themſelves? Are theſe dark and du- 
bious Facts, or are they not clear and ſhin- 

ing as the Noon-Day? With what View then 
do theſe People call themſclves Jigs and 


other Folks Tories? The Reaſon is evident 
enough; they deſign to conceal their own ' 


Intentions, and to miſrepreſent thoſe againſt 
whom they declaim. They deſire to be 
called Yhzgs, that they may be thought 


Friends to Liberty, as the old Whigs were; 


they would have them that oppoſe them 
ſtiled Tories, that they may not be thought 
Friends to Liberty, as they really are. This 
is the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing 
but the Truth. I have detected the thing 
from Facts, and I defy the moſt artful Pen, 

and Which is more, the moſt artful Tongue 
amongſt our new Politicians to ſnew, that 
I have erred at all in this, or that I have 


not drawn both ſides as they ſhould be 


drawn. 

| To proceed to the Merits of the Cauſe, 

with reſpect to the paſt and preſent Oppolſi- i- 

tion, I ſay, without Heſitation, that the 

latter is more juſtifiable than the former; 
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(28) 
and l will undertake to make this out from 
the voluminous Pamphlet ſo often mention- 
cd, wherein the utmoſt Pains is taken to 
hide, to milrepreſent, and even failify Truth 
which yet is every now and then breaking 
through, ſtaring the Writer in the Face, and 
putting him into viſible Confuſion. He 
admits that the laſt Oppoſition was in the 
main a right one; indecd he was obliged to 
admit ſo much. in order to defend his Pa- 
trons; for Whatever the Town may think, 
1am pretty confident this Pamphlet fell from 
no Right Hon. Pen; he can write, and 
write in another Manner; this pamphlet 
has the Air of a Lord, but it is a Lord of 
another Nation; but this by the way; I ſay 
he is obliged to admir, that the laſt Oppo- 
ſition was right in the main; that it was 
made upon J/big Principles, and conducted 
by Mhigs till they thought fit to deſert it, 
and then fancied it muſt fink of courſe. 
- This Oppoſition, then in the Hands of 
ſuch able Leaders, muſt have had certain 
Points in view that were rational, legal, and 
for the common Benefit of the Pcople of 
Great Britain; let us enquire then what 
they were, and not to take up a great deal 
of Time to little Purpoſe, I will fix upon 
three: Firſt, the reducing the Expence of 
the Government ; which, if we conſult: the 
fourteen Volumes of the Craftſman, the 
political Pamphlets publiſhed by Franklin, 
and 


( 29) 
and the Speeches in the Magazines, 4 


will ſufficiently prove was grown to ſuch a 


Height, that the Nation was not able to 
bear, at the ſame Time that there was ſuch 
a ſhameful Waſte as the Nation, in its moſt 
flouriſhing Circumſtances, ought 1 not to have 
borne. Secondly, they maintained that a 
new Turn ought to be given to our Ma- 
nagement in foreign Affairs; that for many 
Years together we were Dupes to France, 
and Slaves to Spain; followed the Politics 
of the one contrary to our own Intereſt, 


and ſubmitting to the Depredations commit- - 


ted by the other to the viſible Ruin of our 


Trade and Reputation. They aſſerted 
thirdly, that ſuch a Series of deſtructive 
Meaſures could not have been carried on, 


but by an undue Influence on the Repre- 
ſentatives of the People. Theſe were the 


Grounds upon which they proceeded; theſe 


drew to them the Concurrence of all who 
were uncorrupted by this kind of Influ- 
ence, and the ſecret Wiſhes of many who 
were. In conſequence of their Speeches, 
Writings, private and public Intereſt, the 
whole Nation in a manner declared for 
them; and if by degrees they grew a little 


warm in their Declarations, it was not at all 


owing to want of Duty to the King, to a 
Spirit of Sedition or Diſaffection; but to 
the Neglect, the viſible Neglect of their re- 
Complaints and Remonſtrances, to 
| which 
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(30) 
which they were chiefly prompted by the 
late Leaders of the Oppoſition. This was 
the Storm ſo much complained of; this 
was the Ferment repreſented in ſuch dread- 
ful Colours; and yet never any Nation 
maintained its Freedom without ſuch Storms 
and Ferments; and but for this very Storm, 
this very Ferment, reſlected upon with ſo 


much Horror, the People of Great. Britain, 


in the Space of a few Years, muſt have 
been no longer free ; and the Leaders of 
the Oppoſition; the very Men who con- 
demn that Spirit by which they were ſaved, 
muſt have ſheltered themſelves from the Ef. 
fects of that arbitrary Adminiſtration, which 
they now pity fo much, in fome —_ 
Land. 

When this Storm was come to ſuch a 
Height, that Jonas conſented to be thrown 
over-board in order to ſtill it, the People 
might naturally expect two Things; firſt, 
that a ſtrict Enquiry ſhould have been made 
into the Errors of that Adminiſtration; 
and next, that ſuch Laws ſhould havetbeen 
enacted, as would have prevented the lik for 
the future. I ſay nothing of Impeachments, 
Bills of Pains and Penalties, and ſuch like 


ſanguinary Proceedings, 8 I know + 
them to be repugnant to the Temper and 
Genius of the Britiſb Nation, and am fen- 


ſible that they have very ſeldom or never 7 
done us good. 1 will add another Concel- 
ſion, 


_ 
gon, that the late Adminiſtration, and par- 


ticularly the Man at the Head of it, was not 


_ cruel, or vindictive ; and that therefore ie 


Was reaſonable that ſuch Methods ſhould in 


this Caſe have been ſpared: But I muſt at the 


ſame time ſay, that I am very much afraid, 
if ever the like Caſe ſhould happen again, 
that the People of - Great-Britain, good- 
natured as they are, will not be in the 
ſame Mind. If they find Lenity and For- 


bearance ſerve only to encourage Miniſters 
to trample on and abuſe them, they may 
come to take another Turn, and expect 
that one Man ſhould rather fuffer, than a 
whole Nation ſuffer for one Man, or for a 
_ few Men. When this Criſis, however, 
happened, the two Things I have mention- 


ed would certainly have ſufficed, and they 


would willingly have forgot what was paſt, 


for the ſake of being perfectly fecure in 


Times to come. I know that this is ſpeak- 
ing very freely; and I know that the Au- 


thor of the voluminous Pamphlet has given 
broad Hints, that ſuch Freedoms ſhall not 
be long permitted; but I know at the ſame 


time, that this is a direct Proof that this 


piece did not come from the Right Hon. 
Perſon to whom it is attributed; be- 
cauſe I am confident his Soul cannot 
harbour any Notions of that Sort; I know 
he is not capable of doing any ching that 
ſhould require the Suppreſſion of this Free- 
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dom, eſpecially after this voluminous Vins 
dication has called for every Man's Senti- 
ments, and bid the World ſpeak out. 

As to the firſt of the two Points that 
would have given general Satisfaction, 
ſomething was attempted, becauſe that 
very Right Hon. Perſon thought it fit and 
juſt; and that Attempt has fully ſhewn, 
that two Points of the foregoing Charge 
were true beyond all doubt; I mean the 
vaſt Expence of the Adminiſtration, and the 
undue Influence made uſe of to procure Mo- 
ney to defray thoſe Expences. The firſt, I 
muſt ſay, was barbarous, conſidering the 
Circumſtances of the Nation; and the laſt 
Was an- Attack upon the Conſtitution, ſo 
dangerous, that it deſerves all that is ſaid of 
it in the Report of the ſecret Committee, 


though what is there ſaid is ſo ſtrong, as to 


bring i it up to High-Treaſon; and therefore. 
I am ſurprized to lee the Author of the Vin- | 

dication attempt to palliate it, as I am 
heartily aſhamedof the puerile, pitiful Calcu- 
| lations, exibited to overthrow what is ſaid in 
that Report of Secret-ſervice Money; when 
cvery Man of common Senſe muſt know, that 
every Shilling laid out for Service not done 
to the Nation, is a Miſapplieation of pub - 
lic Money; and when it is apparent from 
that Report, that the beſt Part of this 


Money was laid out to n the Na- 
18 75 tion a 


(330 


tion's knowing how much greater Sums 


were ſquaridered. 17 75 
We ſhould undoubtedly have ſeen the laſt 


Part of the Charge as fully and effectually made 
good, if the ſecond * third) Report had 


appeared, as well as the firſt; and therefore 


the Public cannot but conſider it as a very 


great Injury that it was concealed, at the 
ſame time that ſhe clearly apprehends the 
Reaſon of it. The whole Management of 


that Affair, the winding up and letting down 
the Enquiry, in order to obtain particular 
Ends, and gratify particular Perſons, are too 


well underſtood; as well as the ſingling out 


one Man to feel the Reſentments of that ex- 
traotdinaty Tribunal, though there was 
nothing alledged againſt him, but his Oppo- 


ſition to a certain Perſon in his Election, 


where Cotruption was equally ſtrong on 


both ſides. Theſe things, I ſay, are too 
well known to be ſilvered over by five 


Two- Shilling Pamphlets ; and therefore 


the Author, when he is next diſpoſed to 


write, had beſt give his Thoughts free Paſ- 


ſage; let HIM ſwell the Apology of his 
Friends to the ſame Size with the Memoirs 


of his Family, and they may haye a like 


Number of Readers, provided he part with 
them gratis. 


If we enquire into the Remedies provid- 


ed againſt future Abuſes, we ſhall meet 
With nothing that can give any reaſonable 
© Man 
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dom, eſpecially after n voluminous. Vin 
dication has called for every Man's Senti - 
ments, and bid the World ſpeak out. 

As to the firſt of the two Points that 
would have given general Satisfaction, 


ſomething was attempted, becauſe that 


very Right Hon. Perſon thought it fit and 


juſt; and that Attempt has fully ſhewn, 


that two Points of the foregoing Charge 
were true beyond all doubt; I mean the 
vaſt Expence of the Adminiſtration, and the 
undue Influence made uſe of to procure Mo- 
ney to defray thoſe Expences. The firſt, I 
maſt ſay, was barbarous, conſidering the 

Circamſtances of the Nation; and the laſt 


Was an- Attack upon the Conſtitution, ſo 


dangerous, that it deſerves all that is ſaid of 
it in the Report of the ſecret Committee, 
though what is there ſaid is ſo ſtrong, as to 
bring i it up to High-Treaſon; and therefore 


I am ſurprized to Jos the Author of the Vin- 


dication attempt to palliate it, as L am 
heartily aſhamed of the puerile, pitiful Calcu- 
lations, exibited to overthrow what is ſaid in 
that Report of Secret- ſervice Money; when 


every Man of common Senſe muſt know, that 
every Shilling laid out for Service not done 


to the Nation, is a Miſapplieation of pub - 
lic Money ; and when it is apparent from 
that Report, that the beſt Part of this 


Money. was laid out: to prevent the Na- 
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e firſt; and therefore 


great Injury that it was concealed, at the 


ſame time that ſhe clearly apprehends the 
Reaſon of it. The whole Management of 
that Affair, the winding up and letting down 
the Enquiry, in order to obtain particular 
Ends, and gratify particular Perſons, are too 


well underſtood; as well as the ſingling out 


bone Man to feel the Reſentments of that ex- 


traordinary Tribunal, though there was 


nothing alledged againſt him, but his Oppo- 
ſition to a certain Perſon in his Election, 
where Corruption was equally ſtrong on 
both ſides. Theſe things, I fay, are too 


well known to be ſilvered over by five 


'Two-Shilling Pamphlets ; and therefore 


the Author, when he is next diſpoſed to 


write, had beſt give his Thoughts free Paſ- 


ſage; let HIM ſwell the Apology of his 
Friends to the ſame Size with the Memoirs 
of his Family, and they may have a like 
Number of Readers, provided he part with 
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Man Satisfation: Thoſe Remedies that 
were adequate to the Miſchiefs they were 
ro cure, were . not only poſtponed at the 
Beginning, and afterwards laid aſide, but 
are by this flimſy Writer turned into Ridi- 
cule. The Penſion Bill was, it ſeems, never 
puſhed in earneſt; its Patrons meant no 
more by it, than to ſhew their Spleen a- 
gainſt the Miniſtry, and to throw out ma- 
licious Hints againſt particular Perſons. Is 
not this a fine Account of Patriotiſm 2 
Does it not excite a moſt amiable Idea of 
the Conduct of our late Patriots? Would 
it not tempt any People in the' World to 
truſt them again? As to a comprchenſive 
Place-Bill, we are told that was a Thing 
altogether unfit and improper, becauſe it 
would have altered the Ballance of the 
Conſtitution, by throwing more Weight in- 
to the popular Scale, which inclines too 
much already. I wonder at this Writer's 
Aſſurance, when he fays this; I wonder 
what he means by the Power of the Peo- 
ple, when all the World ſees and knows 
they have been twenty Years crying out to 
have one Miniſter removed, and may cry 
twenty more before they get the meaneſt of 
his Implements puniſhed : Yet the Pcople 
have too much Power, forſooth; and a 
Law to leſſen the Influence of the omni- 
potent Placemen, would be unſeaſonable 
and impropet! Then for the Repeal "of 
t C 
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the Septennial Act; that too was never intend- 
ed, though his Patrons profeſs d the con- 
trary, ſolemnly, at leaſt once a Year. But 
then we are told with a grave Face, that 


many things have been done, which may 
prove of ſingular Service to the People; 
and many more may be done, if we keep 
our great Men in good Humour. Bur this 


| ingenious Writer ought to have conſider- 
ed, that one Part of his Work overturns 


the other; and that after allowing his 


Friends ſpoke vehemently heretofore, for 


Things they never intended to bring a- 


bout; he cannot, with any colour of 


Reaſon, expect that Credit ſhould be given 


to their Profeſſions now. He has ſhewn, 


that they make no Conſcience of deceiv- 
ing when it ſuits their Intereſt; and as 
there is but too much Reaſon to expect it 
may be their Intereſt to deceive us a ſecond 


time, his own Arguments render it evident ; 


they ought not to be truſted. 
If he would have ſerved the Cauſe ef- 
fectually, in which he is engaged; if he 


would have viridicated his Maſters, beyond 


a Poſlibility of Reply, he ſhould have ar- 
gued from Facts, and not from Suppoſi i- 
tions: He ſhould have ſhewn us in what 
Inſtances the Expence of the Nation had 
been leſſened 5; what Care had been taken 
to ſhut out obnoxious Perſons, and how far 


the new. Miniſtry had diſcountenanced the 
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Proceedings of the old; eſpecially thoſe: 
Procecding zs Which they themſelves had 
procured to be condemned, by the higheſt 
Authority. But he has done nothing like 
this; he has never touched upon thoſe 
Facts, which ſcem to have quite a contrary 
Appearance, Docs he not know, that 
700 J. were given to a Man, who was im- 
priſoned by the Houſe of Commons for 
making a falſe Return; and docs he nor 
know, "that after this was proved, and pub- 
liſhed to the World, the procuring that 
Reward eſcaped not only unpuniſhed, but 
uncenſured ? Docs he not know, that Mr. 
* t, who was ſo notoriouſly con- 
cerned in robbing his Country in 1720, 
has been permitted to return, though he 
ſollicited this in vain from the former 
Adminiſtration? Does he not know that 
B—--, who robbed the P=--- Off. -ce, as 
brutally and barefacedly as he did every 
other Action of his Life, was ſuffered to 
320 abroad, and boaſt of his Impunity at 
Paris? Why did he not account for theſe 
Things? why did he not account for many 
more "that might be mentioned, if the Men- 
tion of them might be made with Safety, 
or would produce any Effect ſatisfattory to 
the People of Great- Britain. 
He cannot, ſurely, be ſo dull, as not to 
have a Senſe of the Impreſſions theſe things 
make, at home and abroad. He muſt have 

heard 


(37) 
heard what has been faid of them in all 
Places; if he has been curious enough to. 
read the foreign Gagettes, he might have 
learned of them; and ſure they are as good 
Authority, as the Author of the French: 
Collections he ſo often mentions, what 


the Sentiments were of diſintereſted Peo-: - 


ple as to theſe odd Tranſactions. But he is 
ſilent upon ſuch Heads as ought to have 
employed his Pen, and copious to a De- 
gree of Redundancy, upon Topics that 
have nothing to do with his Subject. He 
fancies that he has Skill enough to cheat 
a whole Nation ; and that his Eloquence, 
without the Aſſiſtance of Evidence, will 
perſuade us, not only that Black is not 
Black, but that it is White. He may plume 
himſelf as much as he pleaſes, upon this 
new-faſhioned Rhetoric; but he will find, 
and ſo will his Betters, that keeping one 
Promiſe is better than making ten; and 
that one virtuous Action will have more 
Weight with a free People, than a hun- 
dred fine Speeches ; eſpecially after what 
he has told us of Speeches, vig. that their 
Senſe is the very reverſe of their Sound; 
and that we are to conſtrue them as Witch- 
es ſay their Prayers, backwards. 

As to the Abuſe thrown out, in the late 
Vindication, on the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, for daring to inſtruct their 
Members, in Terms diſagrecable to this 


Writer 
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Writer and his Patrons, there never, certain- 
ly, was any thing worſe founded, or worſe 


applied. As to the Right of inſtructing, 
he ſays, it is a Practice which was intro- 
duced firſt in the great Rebellion, and has 
never - ſince been exerciſed, but in Times 
which threatened the ſame Confuſion. 
Now, it happens that both theſe Facts are 
falſe; for various Inſtances occur of In- 


ſtructing, before the Year 1641, if that be 


the Date he means; and then as to the 


latter, I ſhall only put him in mind of Sir 


Stafford Fairborn's demanding and receiv- 


ing the City of Rocheſter's Inſtructions, on 
the Union; when, in the firſt. place, the 


Nation was far from being in a Diſpoſition 
for Rebellion; and in the next, this Prac- 
tice was never cenſured by Parliament. 


But without entering into the Right of 


inſtructing, he muſt give me leave to put 


him in mind, that it was his Friends who 
| ſuggeſted to the People they had ſuch a 


Right, who encouraged them to uſe it 
frequently, and, in very ſtrong Terms, 


- againſt the late Adminiſtration ; ſo that, let 


it be well or ill founded, they can have no 
Right to object againſt it, ſince upon their 


Authority. it was, that the People believed 


they had ſuch a Right. If Men will 
change their Opinions as their Intereſt 
changes, and by ſo doing dupe great Bodies 
of People, they muſt expect to hear of > 
| an 


bs, > 


and to hear of it in that Manner, which 
they ſuggeſted to be both rational and le- 


gal, becauſe no other would ſerve the Pur- 
poſe of the People fo well. A ſurprizing 


Turn had happened in public Affairs; and 
it is very probable the Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter were apprehenſive, that 
if they did not purſue that Manner of act- 
ing, which theſe great Men had taught 


them to believe right, their Silence might 


' have been conſtrued to be, not only ac- 


quieſcing under, but even approving ſuch 
Meaſures, as, from the Bottom of their 
Hearts, they diſliked. By encouraging 
them to inſtru, formerly, they made it 


indiſpenſably neceſſary for them to inſtru 


now ; for nothing can be clearer, than that 
if they had not done fo, their failing in 
this Point would have been inſiſted upon 
in the Light I have before mentioned; and 
they would have then plumed themfelve; 


on the Aſſent of the Cities of London and 


Weſtminſter, with juſt the ſame reaſon, 
that they complain now of their declaring 
againſt them. 

When it appeared to be neceſſary to in- 


ſtruct their Members, what could theſe 


Gentlemen expect that the Inhabitants of 
London and Weſtminſter ſhould do, but 
what they did; I mean inform their Mem- 


bers of their true Sentiments. Would he 
have had them imitate his Patrons, think 


one 
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one way, and inſtruct another? That never 
was their Principle or Practice; they thought 
it their Duty to declare their Thoughts 
freely, and they moſt certainly beſt know 


their own Thoughts. The firſt thing he 


takes amiſs in theſe Instructions, is the A- 
buſe of Perſons; but what is it he means 


by Abuſe? They declared their Diſſatisfac- 


tion, at ſeeing old Patriots becoming new 


Miniſters, in conjunction with thoſe whoſe 
Sentiments and Meaſures they had over 


and over condemned. Put the Caſe tidy 


had taken the thing otherwiſe, and had a 


proved this marvellous Coalition; wou d 


he not have been very well pleaſed, that 
they had declared ſo much? Undoubtedly 


he would: But as the contrary was their 
fixed Opinion, they were certainly in the 


right to declare it; ſo that at laſt, their A- 
buſe of Perſons amounts to no more than 
this, that they thought fit to point out to 
their Repreſentatives ſome Perſons, who, as 
they apprehended, had abuſed them, arid 
who certainly had abuſcd them, if this 
Writer ſays true; for he ſhews plainly, 


that they made them believe they would 


do many Things, which they never intend- 


ed to do; and this very Conduct of theirs 
produced theſe Inſtructions, as appears by 


his Reflections. The next thing that diſ- 
pleaſes him, is their inſiſting upon a Place- 


Bill, which, he ſays, they knew no wiſe 


Govern- 


Government could grant. They kne 
who knew? the Man does not know who | 
he is ſpeaking of; his Patrons might kngw 


it, for they were now become the wiſe Co- 


vernment that would not grant it; but how 
ſhould the People of London and Weſtmin- 
ter know it? His Patrons for twenty years 
together had told them, that no wiſe Go- 
vernment would refuſe it; and they, poor 
Souls, taking them for honeſt Men, beliey- 


ed it upon their Word, and now inſiſted up- 


on it in the Simplieity of their Hearts. If 


they had been ſuch wiſe People, as to have 


known what their Leaders would have 


thought Wiſdom in the Day of their Pre- 


ferment, I dare ſay they would have acted 


in another manner; but as it is, I think it 
is the leaſt they could have done to have 


borne with Fools of their own making. 


We may fay the ſame thing with reſpe& 


to the Tliennial Bill with this Addition, . 


if what he ſays be true, vis. that there were 
not ten Men in the Houſe who were ſeri- 
ouſly for that Bill, the Citizens of London 
and Weſtminſter had great Reaſon to be 


alarmed, fince they knew ſome ſcores who 
had declared the contrary in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Manner. Beſides, it is notorious to 


all the World, that when the Law for Sep- 
tennial Parliaments was made, it was de- 


. clared to be a temporary thing; and the Peo- 
ple always underſtood, that they were to be 


reſtored 
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one way, and inſtruct another? That never 
was their Principle or Practice; they thought 
it their Duty to declare their Thoughts 
freely, and they moſt certainly beſt know 
their own Thoughts. The firſt thing he 
takes amiſs in theſe Inſtructions, is the A- 
buſe of Perſons ; but what is it he means 
by Abuſe? They declared their Diſſatisfac- 
tion, at ſeeing old Patriots becoming new 
Miniſters, in conjunction with thoſe whoſe 
Sentiments and Meaſures they had over 
and over condemned. Put the Caſe they 
had taken the thing otherwiſe, and had ap- 
proved this marvellous Coalition; would 
he not have been very well pleaſed, that 
they had declared ſo much? Undoubtedly 
he would : But as the contrary was their 
fixed Opinion, they were certainly in the 
right to declare it; fo that at laſt, their A- 
buſe of Perſons amounts to no more than 
this, that they thought fit to point out to 
their Repreſentatives ſome Perſons, who, as 
they apprehended, had abuſed them, and 
who certainly had abuſed them, if this 
Writer ſays true; for he hews plainly, 
that they made them believe they would 
do many Things, which they never intend- 
ed to do; and this very Conduct of theirs 
produced theſe Inſtructions, as appears by 
his Reflections. The next thing that dit- 
pleaſes him, is their inſiſting upon a Place- 
Bill, which, he lays, they "knew no wiſe 
Govern- 


on 


* Government could grant. They knew; 
who knew? the Man does not know who 
he is ſpeaking of; his Patrons might know 


it, for they were now become the wiſe Go- 
vernment that would not grant it; but how 
ſhould the People of London and Weſtmin- 


ter know it? His Patrons for twenty years 


together had told them, that no wiſe Go- 
vernment would refuſe it; and they, poor 
Souls, taking them for honeſt Men, beliey- 
ed it upon their Word, and now inſiſted up- 
on it in the Simplicity of their Hearts. If 
they had been ſuch wiſe People, as'to have 
known what their Leaders would have 
thought Wiſdom in the Day of their Pre- 
ferment, I dare ſay they would have acted 
in another manner; but as it is, I think it 
is the leaſt they could have done to have 
borne with Fools of their own making. 
We may ſay the ſame thing with reſpect 
to the Triennial Bill with this Addition, that 
if what he ſays be true, vig. that there were 
not ten Men in the Houſe who were ſeri- 
ouſly for that Bill, the Citizens of London 
and Weſtminſter had great Reaſon to be 
alarmed, ſince they knew ſome ſcores who 


had declared the contrary in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Manner. Beſides, it is notorious to 


all the World, that when the Law for Sep- 
tennial Parliaments was made, it was de- 


. clared to be a temporary thing; and the Peo- 


ple always underſtood, that they were to be 
reſtored 


reſtored to Triennial Parliaments as ſoon as 
the Ferment the Kingdom was then in ſhould 
be over. But if this is forgot to ſuch a De- 
gree, that not ten Men in the Houſe are ſe- 
riouſly of that Opinion, I do not (ce that this 
is any Argument that the Citizens of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter ſhould change their No- 
tions, but quite the contrary; and as in 
theſe Inſtructions they were telling their 
own Minds to their Members, they moſt: 
certainly had a right to adviſe them to re- 
ſtoring Triennial Parliaments, if they judged 
them for their own Benefit and that of the 
Nation. With reſpect to his two laſt Ob- 
jections, they are altogether as ill founded; 
for as to the demanding Juſtice againſt the 
Earl of Orford, they were excited thereto 
by the Report which was the Work of his 
Patrons, and tho' by this time it had done 
their Buſineſs, yet the Citizens of London 
and Weſtminſter might very well preſume 
it had not done the Buſineſs of the Nation. 
In reference to the laſt and great Charge of 
all, Adviſing to grant no Supplies till their 


Demands were complied with, I muſtown . 


I ſee no great matter in it, conſl idering how | 
often the very Men this Writer defends, - 
had told the World, that when once Supplies 
were granted, the People” s Demands were 
never Thought worth a Button, But if you 
will believe him, the wording of theſe In- 
ſtructions made them the moſt ſcurrilous 

Libel 


ſtructions 
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Libel againſt the Adminiſtration, the moſt 
ſeditious Inſtrument that ever was penned, 
and almoſt Treaſon againſt the King and 
Conſtitution bad indeed — but then he 
ſays they were Madmen—— that is, mad 


at being abuſed by his Patrons —— And 
therefore if there was Treaſon in the In- 
the Madmen ſure ſhould 


not have been hanged ——— 
made tnem ſo. OE | 

But what if after all, theſe Inſtructions 
never came from the Citizens of London and 
Weſtminſter ? Why then to be ſure the im- 
pudent Rogues who forged them deſerve no 
Quarter, and yct the worthy Writer I am 
ſpcaking of is pleaſed to ſay, the Fact was ſo. 
About three hundred of ſix thouſand Livery- 
men of London ſanctified the Paper called 
their Inſtructions with their Approbation. 
Sad Fellows were theſe three hundred, were 
they not? But what if they ſhould prove the 
Lord Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Com- 


mon Council? would not this alter the Caſe 


a little, and ſhould not one be apt to fancy, 
theſe Inſtructions really came with good 
Authority from the City. Can it be believed 


that the Citizens of London would have ſat 
ſilent under ſo bold an Attack as this, of 
publiſhing a Libel bordering upon Treaſon 


in their Names? Certainly they would not; 
but as they were their Sentiments, they ſub- 
mitted to what their Superiors had judged 

G 2 the 
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the ſhorteſt and moſt proper Method of con- 
veying their Sentiments to their Repreſent- 
atives, who have alſo ſhewn a dutiful and 
decent Regard to theſe Inſtructions. How- 
ever, as the Objection has been made, it 
might not be improper at the next N 
mon Hall to ſound the Temper of tue 
Liverymen, and ſee how many of the ſix 
thoufand will declare againſt a Place Bill, a 
Triennial Bill, or a Law for bringing pub- 
lic Criminals to Juſtice. This, if they have 
any Friends in the City, may be eaſily done. 
We fhall then ſee the Truth of this Affair, 
and know with Certainty, what Multitudes, 
excluſive of Jews and Sfockjobbers, were 
againſt theſe Inſtructions, or after reading 
this ingenious Gentleman's Commentary 
upon them, are even now willing to dif- 
claim them, 

But as to the City of Meſtminſter the 
Caſe is ten times worſe. Not above cighty 
out of ſixteen thouſand approved theſe In- 
ſtruftions. This is ſtrange indeed, and that 
"none of theſe fifteen thouſand nine hun- 
dred and twenty ſhould open their Lips; 
the Aſſurance of the one, and the Silence 
of the other are alike ſtupendous ! But the 
Fruth of the Matter I believe was this, The 
eighty were preſcnt at the tendering theſe 
Inſtructions, and ſurely they were cnough 
for that Purpoſe. But granting they had been 
| fewer, why did not "thoſe who ſuſpected 
them 
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them of belying the People of Weftminſeer, 
endeavour to clear up the Fat? Why did 
not their Members diſpute it with thoſe who 
were ſent to them? Why.did one of them 
particularly condeſcend ſo far as to endeavour 
to juſtify his manner of acting, if in reality he 
had ſuppoſed theſe Inſtructions not to con- 


tain the Senſe of his Conſtituents? He might 


eaſily have been at the bottom of this; he 
knew where and how to meet with the People 
of Weſtminſter without Difficulty ; he might 
have ſummoned them into Tuttlefields to 
have heard their Sentiments, if he had pleaſed, 
but he choſe to let the thing paſs as it did, 
that he might give it a place in this Pam- 
phlet. One really cannot help pitying Men 
ſo diſtreſſed and diſtracted; one Moment 


the Inhabitants of London and Weſtminſter 


are charged with being half Traytors for giv- 
ing ſuch Inſtructions, then to take off the 


W. eight of their Inſtructions they are ſaid 
to be Madmen ; and now of a ſudden. theſe 


Inſtructions do not come from the Livery- 


men or Electors, becauſe forſooth they were 
not one and all at the Delivery of them. 
What Stuff is this? If the Inſtructions did 


not contain the Sentiments of the People, 


they would not be worth minding ; and that 
they do contain them is notorious, from 
every kind of Election and public Tranſ- 
action that has happened ſince. The Inha- 
bitants of London and Meſtminſter —_— 
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fach Weather- Cocks; they judge from Facts, 
and are not to be talked out of their Senſes. 

After all, what is it this Writer would 
have, to What end did he make his great 
Book, why truly he would have us truſt his 
Patrons again, t:zough he owns they have 


deccived us; he would have us take it for 


granted, that we are in a ſafe Way, becauſe 
we have his great Men for our Guides; he 
would have us take the new Place Bill for 
an cxtraordinary Favour done to the Peo- 
ple, though they may be ruined before it 
takes Effect, as it is; and it may very poſ- 
fibly be repealed, as another Place Bill 
was, before it takes Effect at all. He aſſerts 
thar his Patrons are ſtill as great Patriots as 

ever, though they have viſi bly changed Prin- 
ciples, and argue now directly aganſt what 
they keretofore maintaincd. Beſides all this, 
he deſires that we will take it for oranted, 
that thoſe who did not, who would not 
accept Places upon the late Change, are 
governed entirely by the Deſire of Places, 
chat though they have been manifeſtly in 
the Service of the Public, to the viſible Pre- 
judice of themſeves and their Fortune, yet 
they all along acted with a View to their 
private Intereſt, that they are abſolutely a 
Faction ſiace his Friends left tnem, though 


they ſtill contend for what his Friends once 


thought the great Cauſe of Patriotiſm, and 
&.iat at the bottom they are the moſt deſ- 
. perate 


perate Enemies to the e though 


they are always pleading for the Conſtitution, 


and, deſire nothing ſo much as the Deſtruc- 
tion of. their Country ; at the; ſame time, 
that few would loſe ſo much by its De- 
ſtruction as themſelves. 

Our grand Accuſer goes ſtill further than 
all. this, and charges. -almoſt one half of 
our Repreſentatives with endeavouring, firſt, 


the Deſtruction of the Mhigs, and the Ele 


vation of the Facobite Intereſt under the 
ſpecious Name of Tories. 2dly, the Expul- 
ſion of the preſent Royal, Family. 3dly, the. 
Change of the Conſtitution of this King- 
dom. All: this I am told he will be cal» 
led upon to make good at the Bar of the 
Houte: This is a direct Charge of High. 
Treaſon, upon the Minority in the laſt ScC. 
ſions, and. the moſt flagrant Breach of Pri- 
vilege that ever was committed. Yet all rhis. 
is aſſerted without the ſmalleſt Evidence in 
the World; There is-not the leaſt Colour 


for ſaying that the preſent Oppoſition in- 


tend to deſtroy the hig Intereſt, ſince the 
moſt conſiderable Men in the Oppoſition, 


are ſuch as have always declared themſelves. 
to. be Whigs, and have been conſtantly fo. 


eſteemed. It is as groundleſs to ſurmize 
that the Oppoſition are in any degree want- 


ing in Duty or Loyalty to the Royal Family, 
becauſe. ſome of them are in its Service; 
and if this were ſo notorious, we cannot 


ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe they would be continued in it, As 
to changing the Conſtitution of the King- 
dom, that is'certainly the fartheſt from their 
Thoughts, ſince the viſible deſign of the 
preſent. Oppoſition is, to ſupport and re- 
ſtore it. The Patrons of Corruption, the 
Friends to undue Influence, the Managers 
of a Miniſterial Power, more boundleſs and 
more dangerous than ever the Prerogatives 
of the Crown were in the moſt deſpotic 
Reigns, may be juſtly charged with chang- 
ing the Conftitution, and with cheating their 
deluded Countrymen with Forms and Sha- 
dows, inſtead of their ſubſtantial Rights and 
Privileges. Againſt theſe the Oppoſition 
was directed, and not againſt the King or 
the Conſtitution; and this the People of 
Great Britain know and are convinced of, 
in Spight of all the Art and Rhetoric of this 
ſophiſtical Writer, and the Grandees whoſe 
Cauſe he expouſes. 
To divide, and govern in virtue. of that 
_ Diviſion, has been the Maxim of ſome Men 
for many years. A Maxim that ſerves to 
ſtrengthen them, and what they affect to 
call their Intereſt, at the ſame time that it 
weakens and deſtroys the Public. Let any 
Man but look round him and ſee, what 
ſtrange People have crouded themſelves in- 
to public Offices, Men no more fit for their 
Places than they are for the Kingdom of 


Heaven. If you ask how they came there, 
ER: the 


Friends, and beſtows all Employments upon 


= SR). a> 
the Anſwer is very ready, Sit, his Family 
has been always attached to the Intereſt. This 


is ſufficient to make a Blockhead wiſe, a 
Coward brave, and a Robber honeſt, be 


but firm to the Intereſt and you ſhall be : 


provided for, though you have ncither Re- 
ligion, Parts, or ee. Hence alſo the 


miſerable Miſmanagements for many years 


laſt paſt, and that impudent Spirit of Lux- 
ury and Profuſion, which came at length 


to ſuch a height, that the Plunderers of 


the Public proclaimed it in their daily Ex- 
pences, particularly the Bell weather of the 
City Mob, who carried his own Burgundy 
with him in his Journics when he went to 
influence Elections, and who was- afterwards 
detected committing Weekly Robberics in 
the Office where he was poſted. One might 
mention an hundred other Inſtances if it 
were not needleſs, ſince half an hour's Re- 
fiction will furniſh any intelligent Readcr 
with double the Number; ſuch are the 
bleſſed Fruits of keeping up a Party Spirit, 


reprobating one half of the Nation, by brand- 


ing them with an injurious, ſenſeleſs Name, 


and thereby depriving the King of one 


half of his Subjects. 

I am very well apprized of a certain mo- 
diſh Doctrine ſecretly whiſpered about by 
way of Anſwer to this Objection. It is this, 
That if the King conſtantly favours his 


the 
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the Mhigs, they muſt by degrees acquire, 
firft all the Wealth, and then all the Lands in 
the Kingdom, which is the only way, ac- 
cording to theſe egregious Politicians, to 
bring the Nation into one way of thinking. 
If you ask me how I come to know this, I 
ſhall tell you that a certain Writer, whorn 
ſome People remember, callcd the Free Bri- 
von, boaſted of it; and that it is the con- 
cealed View of the beforementioned long- 
winded Pamphlet. You muſt obſerve in 
reading it, that he openly profeſſes he aims 
at uniting the Mhigs, and the reaſon he aſ- 
ſigns for their Union is, to prevent our 
having a Tory Miniſiry and a Tory Parl ia- 
ment, whence it is very evident, that (and 
probably the Writer ſpeaks the Sentiments 
of greater Men than himſclt) he aims at 
contining Power entirely to the Vigo, and 
ſhutting out all who do not acquire that 
Character, by embracing the Politics of his 
Patrons. Ar this rate here is a political 
Teſt eſtabliſhed, and the Heretics in State-Af- 
fairs are favoured only with a Toleration. We 
need not wonder therefore, that with young 
Men, whoſe Principles are not fixed, this 
proves a prevailing Argument, and inclines 
them to go in plum; for that 1 think is 
the . with thoſe who have it in their 
Power, not only to promifc, but to beſtow, 
all Sorts of Preferments, Penſions and Per- 
quiſites; a moſt effectual Method of pro- 
curing Converts ſurely! Vet 


1 

Yet I muſt confeſs, I am very far from 
thinking that this Scheme, however plau- 
ſible it may fecm, will ever produce the 
Effects that are expected from it. On the 
contrary, I am thoroughly perſuaded that it 
never will, becauſe I am ſatisfied from 
Reaſon and Expericnce that ſuch expenſive 
Services are expected from all theſe Tenants 
by Courteſy, as abſolutely cat out the Pro- 
fits of their Poſts and Employments, how 
numerous, how lucrative ſoever they may 
be. A Man who is dependent on a Party, 
mult not only riſque his Credit and Reputa- 
tion, but his Life and Fortune for it. He 


muſt be ready upon all Occaſions. He muſt 


come when he is called, and go where he is 
ſent; he muſt ſupport the Intereſt in every 
Shape, by his Induſtry, his Abilitics, and by 
the laſt Penny he has in his Purſes hensc 
it comes to paſs, that among ſuch Num- 
bers that have not only lived, but died in 


Poſſeſſion of ſeveral Employments, few: 


very few, have left Eſtates behind them an- 
ſwerable to their Incomes, and many, very 
many, have been plunged over head and 
cars in Debt. Such therefore as ſtick to 
the Country Intereſt, and content them- 
ſelves either with their hereditary Fortunes, or 
With what may be ſtill acquired by Trade and 
a irugal Management, are on much the ſafer 
fide, as very plainly appears by the County 
and City Elections, which generally run in 

H 3 favour 
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favour of ach Perſons, and is a perfect De- 
monſtration that the greater as well as the 
better Part of the Nation are not yet taint- 
ed, and that Influence, though it is very 
powerful, yet hitherto is not omnipotent. 
Such, therefore, as from the reaſon of things 
reſolve to maintain their Integrity, and not 
to be hurricd out of their Senſes and Vir- 
tue by a mighty Noiſe, and ſome glaring 
Appearances, have Encouragement enough 


to perſiſt in theſe generous Sentiments, and 


nced never fear ſtarving in ſo good a Cauſe; 
for without doubt ſo long as there are great 
Families, any Spark of induſtry, and any 
Share of Trade preſcrved in this Nation, 
Men of independent Spirits will always 
maintain themſelves more at eaſc in their 
Minds, and as much at caſe in their For- 
tunes, as the Creatures of a Party, who 
cannot call Body, Goods, or Underſtand- 
ing their own, but muſt make Waſte and 
Havock of them all, whenever the ill Ma- 


nagement of their Patrons bring them into 
Danger. 


Theſe are not the Shadows and Subtle- 


ties of a Writer, who undertakes to yarniſh 
over what he does not believe, to colour 


what he abhors, and to recommend what 


he dreads the Conſcquences of recom- 
mending; but they are plain ſolid Facts, built 

upon the Principles of political Reaſoning, 
and ſome Experience, which itisineycryMan's 
Toſrer 


* 


/ 


1 * * 2 


9 


(53) 


power to examine, and of which e every 
Reader therefore may, if he pleaſes be con- 


vinced. I deſire to be tried by the cool and 
candid Thoughts of honeſt and diſintereſted 
Men, who wiſhwell to their Country in gene- 
ral, and would eſpouſe with Zeal the Cauſe of 
that Adminiſtration which would fhew ſuch 
an Attention to the public Service as might 


encourage the preſent Generation to hope 


they might feel ſome Eaſe in their Taxes, 
and yet leave no greater Weight of Debt 
upon their Poſterity, than by their Virtue, 
Induſtry, and upright Management, with the 
Aſſiſtance of Providence, they might have 
it probably in their Power to diſcharge. 
This brings me, after battering down his 
Building, to erect an Edifice of my own, 


and to ſhew briefly and clearly (for Truth 5 
lies in a narrow Compaſs, and Fraud only 


requires Prolixity) what wiſe, honeſt, and 
conſcientious Men ought to ef In the 


firſt place, they muſt certainly wiſh an en- 


tire Extinction of Party Prejudices, I do not 


ſay of Party Notions, for I think every con- 
ſiderate Man in this Nation is convinced, 
that moderate Whig Principles are alone 
conſiſtent with the Spirit and Genius of 
our Government. But then let every 


Man's Words and Actions, ſo far and ſo 


long as they are conſiſtent, denominate his 
Party; let us call and let us eſteem every 
Man a M, who ſpeaks and acts like one, 
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who declares himſelf a Friend to the Con- 


ſtitution of his Country, and knows no po- 
litical Rule but that; who is a dutiful Sub- 
jet to his Prince, but conſiders his Mini- 


| ters as mere Men and mere Subjects as 


well as himſelf; who diſdains to be either 
bullied, bribed, or ſweetened out of his Vote 
at Elections, but gives it as he ought to give 
it, with a juſt Senſe that upon beſtowing 


that Vote his Liberty and Property depends; 
and who, if he has the Honour to obtain a 


Seat in Parliament, regards it as ſo great 


a Truſt, and ſo high a Preferment as to de- 
mand all his Attention, and which confe- 
quently renders any other Poſt or Employ- 


ment incompatible therewith. Let ſuch a 


Man I ſay be cſteemed a Mig, though his 
Father might be eſteemed a Tory, or even 


if his Grand- father was a Biſhop, and let 
him be indulged in ſome old idle Cuſtoms, 


ſuch as going regularly to Church, -talking 
decently of Religion, and having frequently 
a Parſon or two of good Character at his 
Table. With theſe Qualifications and theſe 
Indulgencies, I dare ſay our Party Diſtincti- 
ons will wear out in a few Years, and the 
only Diſputes that would reign amongft us 
muſt be, who beſt attended, who molt ef- 
fectually performed the Service aſſigned him 


by his Country. 


Secondly, I preſume it might be hoped 


that Care ſhould be taken to "xeadet every 
Election 


© = 

Election abſolutely free, and that no Borough 
in the Kingdom ſhould be looked upon as 
the Eſtate of a private Perſon, or the Ap- 
pendix of any public Office; becauſe, while 
there are any ſuch, thoſe who fit for them, 
are nothing leſs than Repreſentatives of the 
People, and therefore their appearing as 
ſuch, is equally a Fraud upon the Crown 
and the Subject; the Source of boundleſs 
Corruption, and the moſt anticonſtitutional 
Influence. The Author of Faction detected 
has pointed at ſome other indirect Practices 
with regard to Elections, which, if they 
can be fairly made out, I alſo wiſh from my 
Soul may be taken away; for while the 
leaſt Byaſs remains in this Reſpect, while a 
Man has any thing to hope or fear from 
his Conduct in this Matter, I cannot think 
him free, but ſhould eſteem it a much leſs 
Injury to take from him what he calls his 
Right of Voting, than to leave him thus in 
the Condition of a Puppet, obliged to 
ſqueak out what another Man dictates, or 
be puniſhed for ſpeaking his Sentiments, if 
he dare ſpeak, behind the Scenes. This is 
the great Privilege of Britons, and this the 
independent Electors of Meſtminſter glo- 
riouſly aſſerted. Men may be miſtaken in 
their Choice, but that is not their Fault, at 


leaſt not yet; a ſecond Miſtake would be 
their Fault indeed! 


* 
» 1 
* 
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In the third Place, it would be requiſite 
to obtain a juſt and certain View of the 
Circumſtances of the Public; in which all 
Parties ſeemed to agree not along ago, when 
a Commiſſion was s propoſed for taking and” 
ſtating the public Accounts. But this like 
many other Projects, was warmly ſupported 
by thoſe who never intended to bring it to 
bear. Theſe Sempronii are a very nume- 
rous Family, and have done more Miſchief 
in all States, than the Catalines or the Cæ- 
fars. This is a Thing that muſt be certain- 
ly done, whenever we ſet about a Reform- 
ation in earneſt, that is, when we are re- 
ſolved to act in regard to public Affairs, 
with the ſame honeſt Zeal we ſhew in the | 
Management of our private Concerns; till 
we do this, we ſhall never know what we 
are doing, and the ſingle Reaſon I have ever 
heard urged againſt it, is, in my poor Judg- 
ment, the ſtrongeſt Reaſon that can be aſ- 
f. ned for it, Vis. that almoſt all public Of- 
fices are in ſuch a Situation, that an En- 
quiry of this Nature would be at leaſt ex- 
tremely difficult, if not impoſlible : But will 
not Delay increaſe this Difficulty, will not 
this Impoſlibility ſome time or other prove 
our utter Deſtruction? Is it right to protract 
under ſuch. Circumſtances? If the Voice of 
this Nation were attended to, ought not ſuch 
an Enquiry to be begun already Let it end 
how it would, its Conſequences muſt be 


- Hhappyz 
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happy; for, if our Suſpicions are falſe and | 


vain, ſo they muſt appear, and the Public 
reſt ſatisfied, But; if our Expences are too 
large, if the ſeveral Wheels of Govern- 
ment roll heavily through their own Weight, 
if the Attendants on the State are too nu- 
merous for the People to maintain, why 
+ ſhould not all this be known, why ſhould 
it not be remedied? Is there any thing in 


this of Diſaffection, ought ſuch an Enquiry. | 
to alarm the Crown, could i it have any other 


Conſequences than faving our Country ? 
A fourth thing that might be requiſite, 
would be a more equal Diſtribution of our 


Taxes, and if poffible, the railing them at 


leſs Expence. This all the World muſt al- 
low to be juſt, and all intelligent People 
know it to be neceſſary. It is demonſtrable 
that a Land Tax of one Shilling in the 
Pound, might raiſe near a Million; why 
then ſhould the People be charged with two 


in order to raiſe that Sum ? This is eaſing 


- ſome and laying a double Load upon others, 


contrary to all the Rules of Juſtice and Equi- 7 


ty; and for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
it has been long done. I might ſay the 
ſame with reſpect to the Window-Lights, 

the moſt diſproportionate Tax that ever was 
invented; more burdenſome, nay, and 
more ignominious too, than the Hearth 
Duty, in che Place of which it came; for 


we make Fires ourſelves, but the Provi- 
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dence of God furniſhes us with Light and 


Air. If the People agree in theſe things, 
the Government alſo expreſſed the ſame 
Senſe of the Matter, when the - Exciſe 


| Scheme was recommends. The Fac then 


is certain, but let us try whether we can- 


not render our Taxes equal, without having 


recourſe to the Exciſe; and let us begin 
with theſe Methods of taxing, which as they 


ſtand, arc known to be 8 and 


uncqual. 
By theſe Methods, whenever they ſhall 


be put in practice, our Affairs will be 


brought into ſuch Order, that we ſhall cer- 
tainly know what it 1s. requiſite for us to 
perform, in order to make ourſelves eaſy; 
and it will likewiſe appear, how far it is 
in our Power to perform what ſhall be re- 
quilite. In ſuch a Caſe we might hope to 
ſce tac public Revenue ſcrtled in ſuch a 
Manner, as that all public Service might be 
performed at far leſs Expence than at pre 
fent, which would afford ſuch Opportuni- 
ties of Saving, as might ſupply farther Ex- 
pences, if the Safety or Honour of this Na- 
tion ſhould require them. We ſhould not 
then complain of our Taxes, becauſe we 
ſhould be thoroughly informed both of the 
Neceſſity of raiſing them, and of the Mea- 


| ſure by which they were raiſed. We 


ſhould be no longer uncaſy at the Expences 
of Government, from our Conviction that 
3 | CL nothing 


: 159) 
nothing ſhort of theſe Expences could an- 


ſwer the public Service. A foreign War 


would no longer fright us with the mighty 


Sums it muſt coſt, becauſe we ſhould know 


with Certainty how thoſe Sums might be 


raiſed, without fixing the Weight of the 
War on us or our Poſterity many years af- 
ter it ceaſed. From theſe Reflections it is 


moſt evident, that the ſettling our domeſtic 


Concerns ought to precede all Regard for 


foreign Affairs, at leaſt if our Affection for 
our Country be as ſtrong as in Britons it 
ought to be. We can never make a great 
| Figure in Europe, we can never powcrfully 
aſſiſt our Allies, we can never exert our na- 
val Force to Advantage while the Nation 


is torn by Factions, or while ſhe feels her 


Vitals prey'd upon by Corruption. The 
contrary Suppoſition is equally falſe and un- 


natural, impoſed upon ſuch as maintain 


it by the fatal N eceſſity of repreſenting their 


Conduct as reaſonable, while their very 
Manner of defending it ſhews, that it is 


| contrary to their own Reaſon. 

Thus I have in a narrow Compaſs fully 
refuted the principal Points inſiſted on in 
this tedious and prolix Vindication. To have 
followed the Author through all his per- 


plexed Windings and Turnings, would have 


been a very tireſome, and as it falls out, a 
very unneceſſary Undertaking ; for if it can 
he ſhewn,. that the direct contrary of all he 


of allerts 
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_ If the Public ſhall reliſ 


(G6) 
aſſerts is the- Truth, it follows of courſe; 
that he is abſolutely an Advocate for Falſe. 


hood; and no reaſonable Man can have 


any Doubts about it. With reſpect to his 
Syſtem of foreign Affairs, upon which he 
lays ſo great a Streſs; they require much 
greater Compaſs to examine them than I 
preſcribed” to myſelf 


my Manner of rea- 
ſoning in this Diſcourſe, I dare anſwer for 
my giving them full. Satisfaction in regard 
alio to that Part of his Pamphlet, by ſhew- 
ing that the Conduct of the preſent Oppo- 


ſition is not at all inconſiſtent, that they 


are the fartheſt in the World from being 
Friends to France, or Enemies to the Queen 
of Hungary. That on the contrary; they 
deſire nothing ſo much as to humble the 
former and afliſt the latter effectually; and 

that if ever this can be done, it muſt be by 
the Methods they deſire to purſue, becauſe: 
all other Methods are dangerous in their 
Conſequences as well as abſurd in their 
Principles, as will very ſpeedily appear in 
ſpight of all the Pains and all the Art that 
can be uſed to conceal it. The People 
may be indifferent Judges of political 
Schemes upon Paper, but when they are 
reduced into Practice, and they come not 
only to ſee, but to feel the Miſchiefs that 
were foretold from the Purſuit of ſuch 


Meaſures, they wil then moſt readily con- 
OY 


r this Treatiſe ;' bur 


| 46a) 1 
fel, that. they: have been -impoſed upon, 


and perhaps be led to think, that the Con- 


trary of ſuch Meaſures muſt he right, Which 
in its Turn may be attended With further 
ill Conſequences. For when once People have 


ſet out wrong, their Heads are turned mote = 


and more as they continue their Journey, 
5 till at laſt they loſe all Thought of finding 
the right Way, and give themſelves up to 


ionate Deſire of being revenged on 
pr Guides, which however juſt, is what 


me honeſt Man | would with to ha 


paſs. | 50 
Upon the whole I Jeove it as my aſt 


Thought, to the Conſideration of the aw, 


er, whether in perplexed Circumſtances 


is moſt ſafe to traſt ſuch Men as hn | 
ledge, that they have heretofore concurred 
in order to ſerve their own Purpoſes, with 


ſuch as they eſteemed a Faction acting up- 


on Principles dangerous and deſtructive to 


the Conſtitution; who avow their having 
_ endeavoured to raiſe a Storm which had 
well nigh ſhipwrecked the Commonwealth 


and who, . When they were. convinced of | 


this Danger, thought fit to raiſe it ſtill higher, 


that they might have an Opportunity of eſ- 


caping themſelves: Men who. are not a- 


# ſhamed to confeſs, that they encouraged 


what in their Hearts they diſliked, promoted 


* *yehemently what they deſired ſhould never 


take * and placed greater Conſequence 
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